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Learning Objectives

	The course draws students into a discussion of the multiple historiographical narratives available

for the history of India in the period between the early seventeenth and the mid-eighteenth cen-
turies. It intends to familiarise them with internal as well as external problems and challenges

that the Mughal state faced in the process of territorial expansion. Students also get to explore
state sponsored art and architecture as part of the courtly cultures. Further they are encouraged to
critically examine the major strides that were made in trade, technologies and artisanal activities

during this period. In addition, the course aims to introduce students to contrasting religious ide-
ologies of the time besides developing a critical insight into the historiographical debate on interpreting the 18th century in Indian History.



	
Learning Outcomes

	
On completion of this course, the students shall be able to::

• Critically evaluate the gamut of contemporaneous literature available in Persian and non-Per-
sian languages for the period under study

• Describe the major social, economic, political and cultural developments of the times
• Explain the intellectual ferment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and its relation to
state policies.
• Discern the larger motives behind the Imperial patronage of art and architecture
• Appreciate and express the continued expansion and dynamism of agriculture, crafts and
maritime trade in India









	Lesson Plan

	
Week No.
	
Theme/Curriculum
	
Any Additional Information

	1 - 4
	Unit 1: Sources
(a) Persian Histories, Memoirs: Jahangirnama, Ma’asir-i Alamgiri
(b) Travelogues: Bernier, Manucci
(c) Vernacular literary cultures: Mangalkavya and Rekhta

	

	5 - 8
	Unit 2: Political developments and state formation
(a) Issues in the wars of succession
(b) Mughal relations with Rajput States (Mewar and Marwar)
(c) Maratha state formation under Shivaji and expansion under the Peshwas

	

	9 - 10
	 Unit 3: Religion, Society and the State
(a) Orthodoxy and syncretism: Naqshbandi Sufis and DaraShukoh
(b) Historiography on Aurangzeb: jizya, temples and music

	

	11 - 13
	Unit 4: Political and Visual Culture
(a) Mughal courtly culture: Umara, Haram, Mirzai
(b) Shahjahanabad
(c) Mughal Painting: allegory and symbolism under Jahangir and Shah Jahan

	

	14 - 16
	Unit 5: Trade and Crafts

(a) Indian Oceanic trade: European commercial enterprise-Kerala, Coromandel coast, West-
ern India

(b) Crafts and technologies


	

	17 - 18
	Unit 6: Interpreting the Eighteenth Century
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