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Learning Objectives 

 

The course studies the transformation of China from an imperial power into a modern nation  

taking its place among a constellation of world powers. This transition has been studied in the  

context of the impact of a specific form of western imperialism on China and the country’s numerous internal 

fissures and contradictions. This paper seeks to focus on a range of responses  

to the tumultuous changes taking place: various strands of reform (from liberal to  

authoritarian), popular movements, and revolutionary struggles. It facilitates an understanding  

of the multiple trajectories of China’s political and cultural transition from a late imperial state,  

to a flawed Republic, to the Communist Revolution led by Mao Tse Tung. The paper shall expose students to 

historiographical debates pertaining to each of these themes, keeping in mind  

historical and contemporary concerns centred on such issues. 

 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Upon completion of this course the student shall be able to: 
• Develop an in-depth understanding of China’s engagement with the challenges  
posed by imperialism, and the trajectories of transition from feudalism to a bourgeois/ capitalist modernity. 
• To locate these historical transitions in light of other contemporaneous trajectories  
into a global modernity, especially that of Japan. 
• Analyse significant historiographical shifts in Chinese history, especially with reference to the discourses 
of nationalism, imperialism, and communism. 
• Investigate the political, economic, social and cultural disruptions caused by the  
breakdown of the centuries old Chinese institutions and ideas, and the recasting of  
tradition to meet modernist challenges.  
• Comprehend the genesis and unique trajectories of the Chinese Communist Revolution 
• Locate the rise of China and Japan in the spheres of Asian and world politics respectively. 
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Lesson Plan 

 

Week No. 

 

Theme/Curriculum 

 

Any Additional Information 

2 Weeks 
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3 Weeks  

 

 

 

3 Weeks 

 

 

 

 

 I China and the Great Divergence 

 

II. Imperialism and China during the 19th Century 

 

 (2 Week) 

 

[a] Canton (Guangzhou) system; Opium wars 

and their consequences 

 

[b] Secret Societies and popular movements: 

Taiping movement; Boxer movement 

 

[c] Reform movements: Self-Strengthening 

movement; 1898 Reform movement. 

 

III. The emergence of Nationalism in China (3 

Week) 

 

[a] The Revolution of 1911: Sun Yat-sen (Sun 

Zhong Shan) and his ideology 

 

[b] Warlordism 

 

[c] May Fourth Movement of 1919 

 

IV. Nationalism and Communism (3 Weeks) 

 

[a] 1921 -1927: Formation of the CCP; 

reorganization of the KMT/ GMD (Nationalist 

Party); the First United Front 

[b] 1928-1949: Kiangsi (Jiangxi) period: 

Evolution of Maoist strategy; the Yenan (Yan’an) 

Way 

 

-- Policies; Peasant Nationalism; Communist 

Victory 

 

From Revolution to Great Leap Forward (3 Weeks) 

[a] Building Socialism 

  

[b] China in the World: Third World; Relations 

with Socialist countries; On Alignment [c]Great 

Leap Forward: Debates (3 Weeks) 
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Additional Resources 
 

1. 

Online 

Resources 

(If Any) 

 

Assignment 

and Class 

Test Schedule 

for Semester 

Two Class Test 5+5= 10 

Two Assignments 5+ 5= 10 

 

 
 

 


