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_________History______

	Course
	B.A. (H) History 
	Semester
	VI

	Paper
	History of Modern Japan 1868-1950
	Academic Year
	

	
Learning Objectives

	
The course studies the transition of Japan from quasi-feudalism to a modern industrialised capitalist
nation. It focuses on the political and economic strategies adopted by Japan to meet the
challenges posed by western imperialistic intrusions. It facilitates an understanding of Japan’s
emergence as a major non-European power within an international order dominated by western
imperial powers. It studies the trajectory of Japan towards ultra-nationalism and militarism in the
context of a failed parliamentary democracy, eventually leading to disaster in the Second World
War. The course aims to pay close attention to historiographical shifts in all topics, contextualising
these against the backdrop of their contemporary history and politics. Adequate attention is
given to the study of social and cultural aspects with a special emphasis on the role of women in
late 19th and early 20th century Japan.


	
Learning Outcomes

	
Explain Japan’s attempts to create new institutional structures and recast traditions to encounter
challenges of the west.
• Analyse historiographical shifts in Japanese history in the context of global politics.
• Examine the divergent pathways to modernity followed by Japan.
• Examine distinct perspectives on imperialism and nationalism in East Asia, and understand
how historiographical approaches are shaped by their contexts.
• Conceptualise how these distinct histories can be rooted in common cultural traditions.
• Locate and contextualise the history of Japan in world politics.
• Critically discuss contemporary international studies with much greater clarity based on the
knowledge of history and culture of Japan.







	Lesson Plan

	
Week No.
	
Theme/Curriculum
	
Any Additional Information

	5 Weeks











4 weeks








3 Weeks




2 Weeks
	Unit 1: Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism

A Crisis of the Tokugawa Bakuhan System

b. The Meiji Restoration: Nature and Significance; Early Meiji Reforms

c. Economic Development in the Meiji Era
Agrarian Settlement

d. Industrialization and Capitalism

Unit 2: Democracy and Militarism

a. Popular Rights Movement

b. Women’s Rights in the Meiji Era
c. Meiji Constitution
d. Failure of Parliamentary Democracy; Militarism and Fascism

Unit 3: Imperialistic Expansion and Resistance
a. Imperialism and Japanese Nationalism
b. Expansion in China and Manchuria
c. Colonization of Korea and Korean Nationalism

Unit 4: American Occupation, post-War Reconstruction and “Reverse Course”

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
References


Unit 1: This unit will introduce student to the history of Japan from its transitions from feudalism
to Capitalism. The Unit will also examine historical process which led to Meiji Restoration
and its impact on the economy of Japan. (Teaching Time: 5weeks Approx.)
• Gordon, A. (2003). A Modern History of Japan- From Tokugawa Times to the Present. New
York: Oxford University Press, Chapters 3- The Intellectual World of Late Tokugawa
&Chapter 4- Overthrow of the Tokugawa.
• Hall, J.W. (1970). Japan from Pre-history to Modern Times. Centre for Japanese Studies, the
University of Michigan. Chapter 13- The Meiji Restoration and Its Meaning.
• Hall, J.W. (1991). (ed.). Cambridge History of Japan. Volume IV: Early Modern Japan.
CUP. Cambridge.
• Jansen, M.B. (2000). The Making of Modern Japan. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
• Jansen. M.B. and Gilbert Rozman. (1986). Japan in Transition from Tokugawa to Meiji.
Princeton, Princeton University Press.
• Livingston, J. et al. (1974). The Japan Reader: Volume I- Imperial Japan: 1800-1945. Pantheon
Asia Library, 1974.
• McClain, J.L. (2002). Japan – A Modern History. W.W. Norton and Company. Chapter 3-
Self and Society.
• Pyle, K.B. (1995). The Making of Modern Japan. Lexington: D.C. Heath.
• Sansom, G.B. (2015). The Western World and Japan-- a Study in the Interaction of European
and Asiatic Cultures. Bibliolife DBA of Biblio Bazaar II LLC. Chapters 14 and 15.
• Totman, C. (1980). Collapse of the Tokugawa Bakufu.1862-1868. University of Hawaii Press.
!191
Unit 2: This unit deals with emergence and growth of democratic governance in Japan. Role of
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Additional Resources

1.
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	Assignment and Class Test Schedule for Semester
	

Link the assignment and Test (optional)
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