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Learning Objectives

	The paper introduces students to key features of the 18th century in the Indian subcontinent. It analyses the interface between the 18th century kingdoms and the early colonial state. The paper also discusses the processes by which the British East India Company transformed itself into a state and gradually consolidated its position over a vast expanse. Apart from the evolution of colonial institutions of governance and developing forms of colonial exploitation, the paper also highlights the interface between Company Raj and indigenous elite on various social issues. The paper concludes with a critical survey of peasant resistance to colonial agrarian policies, and the 1857 revolt against the Company Raj.



	
Learning Outcomes

	
Upon completion of this course the student shall be able to:
 • Outline key developments of the 18th century in the Indian subcontinent.
 • Explain the establishment of Company rule and important features of the early colonial regime. 
• Explain the peculiarities of evolving colonial institutions and their impact. 
• Elucidate the impact of colonial rule on the economy. 
• Discuss the social churning on questions of tradition, reform, etc. during first century of British colonial rule.
 • Assess the issues of landed elite, and those of struggling peasants, tribals and artisans during the Company Raj.











	Lesson Plan

	
Week No.
	
Theme/Curriculum
	
Any Additional Information

	2 weeks Approx
	· : India in the mid-18th Century: society, economy, polity and culture 
· [a] Issues and Debates
·  [b] Continuity and change
	

	2 weeks Approx
	Dynamics of colonial expansion: indigenous states and Company power
 [a] Regional kingdoms: economic and military and political dimensions of colonial expansion: Bengal, Mysore, Marathas, Awadh, Punjab and the North- East
 [b] Economic Developments, Culture and Society
	

	2 weeks Approx
	Colonial state and ideology: emergence of the Company State 
[a] Imperial ideologies: Orientalism, Utilitarianism, Evangelicalism and the question of Race 
[b] The colonial army: military culture and recruitment
	

	2 weeks Approx
	: Law and education
 [a] Evolution of law and colonial courts 
[b] Indigenous and colonial education: institutions and medium of instruction
	

	2 weeks Approx
	Economy and society 
[a] Land revenue systems and agrarian relations [b] Commercialization, indebtedness and famines [c] Forests and pastoral economy
  [d] Question of de-industrialization and foreign trade
	

	2 weeks Approx
	Early 19th Century: Reforms and Revival
 [a] Young Bengal, Brahmo Samaj, Prathana Samaj, Faraizis and Wahabis 
[b] Debating Gender: Traditions and Reform in the 19th Century
	

	2 weeks Approx
	Popular resistance
 [a] The Uprising of 1857
 [b] Peasant resistance to colonial rule: Santhal Uprising (1856); Indigo Rebellion (1860); Pabna Agrarian Leagues (1873); Deccan Riots (1875).
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Additional Resources

1.

	Online Resources (If Any)
	

	Assignment and Class Test Schedule for Semester
	

Link the assignment and Test (optional)
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